[The sanitary protection of Armed Forces employed abroad].
After recalling the numerous peace expeditions of the Italian Armed Forces in foreign countries, the author underlines the several health risk factors that such missions imply. The assessment of the biological risk should be based on the knowledge of the local sanitary situation and on the analysis of the operative characteristics of the mission: prevention is based on vaccinations (with plans based on the operative tasks and destinations) and on antimalaric chemoprophylaxis, carried out following WHO indications. In conclusion, the current organization of military field hospitals is briefly described.